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Covid-19 and (Im)mobility in the Americas  
PERÚ 

 

 

1. Poverty rate: 19% out of the total population.1  

 

2. Migration data 2 

 

a. Sending country: About 1.7 million Peruvians reside abroad. The main 

destinations are the US (50%), Chile (21%), Argentina (10%), Spain (9%), 

Italy (4.1%) and Japan (2.3)%. 

b. Destination country: About 153,000 immigrants reside in Peru. The main 

countries of origin are Venezuela (24.6%), Colombia (15.3%), Spain (7.3%), 

the US (6.8%), Ecuador (5.3%), Argentina (5.2%), Chile (4.7%), Brazil 

(4.2%), China (3.7%), and Bolivia (3.5%).  

c. Transit country: Peru is used by migrants in transit en route to the Southern 

Cone and by migrants in transit en route north to the Central America-

Mexico-US migratory corridor. 

d. Host country for refugees: More than 482,500 Venezuelans have requested 

asylum. This makes Peru the first country to host Venezuelans in need of 

international protection and the second destination for Venezuelan refugees 

and migrants worldwide. 435,000 Venezuelans have obtained the 

Temporary Residence Permit, 52,000 are pending, and only 1,200 

Venezuelans have obtained refugee status between 2016-2019. 

e. Country receiving national deportees: Peruvian deportees are coming 

mainly from the US.  

 

3. Impact of COVID-193 (as of July 14, 2020) 

 

a. Registered cases: 330,123 

b. % of cases out of the total population: 1%  

c. Number of deaths: 12,054 

 

4. States Measures  

 

- “Special Brigades against Criminal Migration” were created to monitor the migrant 

population. These brigades were associated with national security. 

 
1CEPAL (2019). Panorama Social en América Latina. Santiago de Chile: CEPAL. 

https://repositorio.cepal.org/bitstream/handle/11362/44969/5/S1901133_es.pdf  
2https://portaldeturismo.pe/noticia/mas-de-150-mil-extranjeros-residen-en-peru-segun-reporte-del-inei/; 

https://datosmacro.expansion.com/demografia/migracion/emigracion/peru; https://andina.pe/agencia/noticia-

581-peruanos-fueron-deportados-de-eeuu-durante-2018-738755.aspx   
3 John Hopkins University (2020). “Coronavirus Resource Centre”. https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html  
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- The Executive Secretary of the Special Commission for Refugees (CEPR) decided to 

suspend attention to foreign citizens seeking asylum from February 12, 2020, until 

further notice due to their change of address. After the outbreak of COVID-19, the 

legality of the asylum seeker’s situation would allow them access to health services. 

- The National Immigration Superintendency authorized to reschedule procedure and 

services appointments, suspend administrative deadlines and fines for excessive stay 

during the state of emergency, suspend for 30 days any deadline in the 

administrative procedures and services, and extend the validity of temporary and 

resident immigration status during the state of emergency (Superintendency 

Resolution No. 000104-2020). 

- In addition to the border control reinforcement, especially with its border with 

Ecuador, the Protocol for the implementation of the measures within the State of 

National Emergency establishes that in the event of illegal entry being detected 

during the temporary closure of the borders, they will proceed with the expulsion of 

the persons (Ministerial Resolution No. 309-2020-IN).  

- On March 30, the bill 4958/2020-CR was presented. This bill seeks to repatriate 

foreign citizens with migratory status of humanitarian residence, temporary permit 

or extraordinary - provisional- work permit, “whose health is exposed to risks, or 

that the risk can be transferred to other people, due to health emergency situations 

”. 

- The Ombudsman's Office asked in a press release that measures to mitigate the 

impact of the coronavirus should include foreigners in vulnerable situations. In its 

statement, it made reference to Venezuelan migrants.  

- So far, no explicit measures have been taken to support Peruvian migrants abroad. 

- The Ministry of Foreign Affairs announced that it was coordinating a possible 

benefit for around 60,000 Venezuelan migrants. This would be "to assist the most 

vulnerable but it will be on a smaller scale than the one granted to Peruvian 

families." However, the money would come from the international community and 

it would reach a total amount of 3 millions of dollars.  

- The Venezuelan Embassy reported that the emergency line available in the country 

to assist possible cases of COVID 19, asked Venezuelan people for their DNI 

(identity card number), which many do not possess, limiting their access to this 

emergency relief.  

 

5. At risk populations 

 

- Irregularized migrants (this population is extremely vulnerable to COVID-19) 

 

o Before the pandemic: 

▪ In Peru, there were 861,049 Venezuelans, 482,571 of whom 

were asylum seekers, and about 170,000 are children and 

adolescents. 

▪ Irregularized migrants live in precarious socioeconomic 

conditions and are subjected to discrimination and 

criminalization.  
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▪ The situations for irregularized migrants have NOT changed 

during the pandemic. Risks have possibly been exacerbated, 

directly affecting the lives of irregularized migrants, mainly 

Venezuelans in Peru .  

 

o During the pandemic:  

▪ Venezuelan migrants have suffered evictions for fear of 

contagion or lack of payment. 

▪ Entire families of Venezuelan migrants are in a street situation 

and homeless.  

▪ Due to quarantine measures, they have lost their source of 

income in the informal market, especially in street vending. 

▪ CenDe Equilibrium survey reveals that 77.2% of Venezuelan 

migrants in Peru do not have money to buy their next supplies 

during quarantine. Only 4% of them can access the 

Comprehensive Health System. Among the ones that have no 

access to the health system are pregnant women and children 

under 5 years. 

▪ According to UNHCR Peru, 200,000 Venezuelan people would 

be in food needs throughout the country, and 80% in vulnerable 

conditions (Save the Children, 2020). 

▪ The vast majority of irregularized Venezuelans in a highly 

precarious situation reside in Lima. 

▪ On March 26, it was reported that a group of 130 irregularized 

Haitians in transit to Central America, including children, was 

stranded at a bus terminal in La Victoria, Lima. 

 

- Peruvian emigrants abroad 
 

o More than 3 million Peruvians are emigrants living abroad. 

o There is no clear data on their destination situation. It is known that  

those who live in the US are not going to the health system for fear to 

face deportation. 

o There are cases of Peruvian migrants residing in neighboring countries 

trying to return and are using clandestine points of entry due to border 

closures.  

 

 

6. Social Responses 

 
- Migrant struggles  

 
o Irregularized transit back to Venezuela: 

▪ Due to pandemic and economic crisis, irregularized Venezuelan 

population, including children and adolescents, initiate their journey 
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to return to Venezuela by foot crossing Ecuador and Colombia. This 

implies permanent exposure to risks to their health, physical 

integrity and confrontation with militarized borders. 

 

o Internal migration in reverse: from Lima to the countryside. 

 

▪ The pandemic and the economic crisis in Peru have caused the loss 

of thousands of jobs, especially in the informal labor sector, where is 

typically paid in cash, without benefits and with little economic 

security. Peruvians are migrating internally to the countryside or to 

the Amazon region. 

 

o International migration in reverse: from Chile and Argentina to Peru 

▪ The pandemic and the economic crisis in the destination countries 

have caused reversal or return migration of Peruvian emigrants to 

their country of origin as a survival strategy. 

 
- Solidarity networks:  

 
o The Organization of Collaborators for the Social Assistance of Venezuelan 

Migrants, supported by the Embassy of Venezuela and the Council of 

Venezuelan Residents in Peru, have been conducting a vulnerability survey 

of Covid-19 with migrants. 

o The NGO Remar Peru delivered 150 food rations to Haitians stranded in 

Lima, whose destination is Central America. 

o UNHCR has supported some of the asylum seekers by accommodating them 

in 12 shelters in Lima, Tumbes and Tacna. 

o The “Solidarity Food” program had benefited 1.073 families and 500 food 

baskets had been distributed by Caritas Peru. 
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https://twitter.com/carlosscull/status/1242895902303555584?s=20 

https://pvenezuela.com/embajadas/embajador-scull-inicia-labor-para-apoyar-a-los-

venezolanos-desalojados-en-peru/ 
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https://twitter.com/carlosscull/status/1245057763568484352?s=20 

https://elcomercio.pe/mundo/actualidad/coronavirus-covid-19-gustavo-meza-cuadra-

canciller-del-peru-en-total-esta-semana-vamos-a-repatriar-a-3-mil-peruanos-varados-por-

el-coronavirus-pandemia-cuarentena-noticia/ 

 

 

*For more detail go to the digital archive that we created: 

 https://drive.google.com/open?id=1o00O4-LalYs9FNi0PIRRz99hinvqvWgT 
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