
To cite this entry:  

Chile. Covid-19 e (In)movilidad en las Américas. https://www.inmovilidadamericas.org [retrieved date of 

information] 

Email: covid19inmovilidad@gmail.com 

 
 

Covid-19 and (Im)mobility in the Americas  

CHILE 
 

 

1. Poverty rate: 30% of the total population.1 

 

2. Migration data2 

 

a. Sending country: More than 650,000 Chileans, or 3.5% of the population, reside 

abroad, mainly in Argentina (33.3%), the US (17.2%) and Spain (8.7%).  

b. Destination country: About 1,500,000 immigrants, representing 8% of the total 

population, live in Chile. Principal countries of origin are Venezuela (450,000 

people), Haiti (200,000 people) and Peru (190,000 people). 

c. Host country for refugees: 15,000 refugees and asylum seekers reside in Chile3 

 

 

3. Impact of COVID-194 (as of July 14, 2020)  

 

a. Registered cases: 319,493 

b. Registered cases as % of total population: 1.67% 

c. Deaths: 7,069 

 

4. State responses 

 

- National border closures and militarization.  

- Health and migration policies grant migrants and citizens equal rights to health; however, 

access to public health depends on user category, which is determined by user contribution 

rate. This results in significant gaps in access for many in the migrant population. 

- Suspension of immigration and the asylum system due to state of emergency and curfew. 

- The government has provided access to water to the “tomas,” or squatter settlements in 

Santiago de Chile, home to many migrants.  

- Local governments have deployed plans to provide shelter to migrants stranded in border 

areas and major cities: 

o The municipality of Iquique has provided refuge to 700 Bolivians stranded in 

Colchane. 

o The IOM has constructed an emergency shelter for 400 Bolivians camped outside 

the Bolivian Consulate in Santiago. The Chilean and Bolivian governments have 

reached an agreement stating that the affected migrants will quarantine in Chile and 

then be permitted to cross into Bolivia. 

 
1 https://www.bancomundial.org/es/country/chile/overview 
2https://datosmacro.expansion.com/paises/chile 

https://migrantesyrefugiadosven.org/ 

https://www.infobae.com/america/agencias/2020/04/23/haitianos-puestos-en-cuarentena-en-chile-tras-

denuncias-de-racismo/ 
3 https://www.acnur.org/chile.html 
4 John Hopkins University (2020). “Coronavirus Resource Centre”. https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html 
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o The municipality of Colchane has provide shelter as well as basic services, food, and 

medical care to migrants in a local coliseum.  

 

- Chilean State Racism against Haitians 
 

o During the pandemic:  

 

▪ Approximately 50 Haitians were placed in quarantine within care facilities 

after a coronavirus outbreak occurred in their neighbourhood in a low-

income area of north Santiago, where they lived in overcrowded conditions 

and where they had been harassed by others frightened by the outbreak. 

▪ Official statements made by the Presidency and the Ministry of Health 

have contained racist rhetoric, including statement that associate the spread 

of the virus with the Haitian community in particular, and informal 

migrants in general. 

 

5. At risk populations: 

 
- Chileans lacking repatriation assistance:  

 
o During the pandemic:   

▪ There are approximately 2,500 Chileans abroad who are seeking 

repatriation. Most are in Cuba and Costa Rica and have not received any 

state assistance.  

 

- Bolivians stranded in major cities and at the border:  
 

o During the pandemic:  

▪ Hundreds of circular migrants who work seasonally in Chile, mainly in 

agriculture, have been stranded in border areas (Iquique, Huara, Colchane), 

where they wait in tent camps, experiencing extremely precarious 

conditions. 

▪ Other Bolivians have camped in front of the Bolivian Consulate, located in 

Santiago de Chile’s Providencia neighbourhood, in an attempt to pressure 

their government.  

 

- Peruvians stranded in Santiago de Chile:  
 

o During the pandemic:  

▪ Peruvian migrants stranded in Arica were provided with shelter due to 

arrangements made by the Peruvian Consulate.  

▪ Close to 50 Peruvian migrants who have lost their jobs and homes are 

camping in front of the Peruvian Consulate in Santiago de Chile asking for 

repatriation to Peru. Children and adolescents count among the group. 

 

- Unemployed irregular migrants from Venezuela requesting assistance to return to 
Venezuela (this population is extremely vulnerable to Covid-19): 

 

o Before the pandemic:  
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▪ These migrants experience extreme socio-economic precarity, 

discrimination, and criminalization. 

▪ These conditions have NOT changed during the pandemic and have 

possibly been exacerbated, especially in the case of irregular migrants, 

the majority of which originate in Venezuela. 

 

o During the pandemic: 

 

▪ The vast majority of irregular migrants from Venezuela lack the option 

to socially distance and quarantine at home. 

▪ Those who do remain employed lack adequate workplace health 

safeguards. 

▪ Most use overcrowded public transportation to get to work, which 

increases their health risks. 

▪ While many have lost their jobs, they nevertheless are unable to access 

official COVID-19 assistance programs. At the same time, social service 

organizations are closed.  

▪ Many lack access to health care due to their irregular status and due to 

the risks of being detained and deported. 

▪ Many have limited options for housing: they often live, in overcrowded 

conditions, in areas that lack resources needed to maintain good health. 

▪ Many have been evicted due to being unable to pay rent.  

▪ One group of at lest 200 Venezuelans, after losing their sources of 

income in early March due to mandatory quarantine, have requested a 

humanitarian flight for return to Venezuela. The group includes 

children and adolescents.  

 

6. Societal Responses 

 

- Migrant struggle 
o Bolivians, Peruvians, and Venezuelans are requesting return to their respective 

countries of origin by taking measures such as camping in front of consulates 

and using social media to disseminate videos. 

o Haitian advocacy organizations are protesting against state discrimination.  

o Migrants whose medical qualifications were not recognized, have created 

medical brigades.  

- Solidarity networks:  
o Organizations, including pro-migrant organizations, and academics launched 

the “We all are humanity” campaign, which demands protective measures be 

put into place for migrant populations and the regularization of the status of 

migrants given the severity of the current crisis.  

o Organizations of migrants and other pro-migrant organizations released a 

statement arguing against the criminalization of migrants by the state.  

o Red Clamor of Chile, coordinating the efforts of organizations such as the 

Chilean Catholic Institute for Migration (Incami), the Archdiocese of Santiago, 

the Vicariate for Social Ministry, the Human Mobility Ministry, Jesuit 

Migration Services, and Caritas Chile, arranged temporary shelter for 950 

Bolivians who had lost their homes due to the crisis.  

o A number of civil society organizations are carrying out solidarity initiatives 

such as arranging shelter and meals for migrants.  

https://www.inmovilidadamericas.org/


To cite this entry:  

Chile. Covid-19 e (In)movilidad en las Américas. https://www.inmovilidadamericas.org [retrieved date of 

information] 

Email: covid19inmovilidad@gmail.com 

 
 

 

Sources: 

  

https://timeline.cl/2020/03/gobernacion-de-antofagasta-llama-a-extranjeros-a-realizar-tramites-por-

internet/ 

  

https://esp.habitants.org/campana_cero_desalojos/cero_desalojos_por_coronavirus/llamamiento_inter

nacional_cero_desalojos_por_coronavirus 

  

https://www.facebook.com/100009537469864/posts/2522807338047157/?d=n 

  

http://revistas.unla.edu.ar/saludcolectiva/Covid-19 

  

https://cronica.uno/el-desafio-laboral-de-los-migrantes-venezolanos-durante-la-cuarentena-i/ 

  

https://radio.uchile.cl/2020/03/24/brigada-migrante-de-salud-medicos-extranjeros-para-enfrentar-la-

crisis-sanitaria/ 

  

https://www.facebook.com/1890611391184685/posts/2632804523632031/?d=n 

  

https://ciperchile.cl/2020/04/06/chilenos-varados-en-el-extranjero-se-quedan-solos-cancilleria-

instruye-a-consulados-para-que-no-se-involucren/ 

  

https://www.facebook.com/1890611391184685/posts/2632804523632031/?d=n 

  

https://radio.uchile.cl/2020/03/24/brigada-migrante-de-salud-medicos-extranjeros-para-enfrentar-la-

crisis-sanitaria/ 

  

 

*For more detail go to the digital archive that we created:: 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1o00O4-LalYs9FNi0PIRRz99hinvqvWgT  
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